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Sample

TITLE: Termination of the Physician Patient Relationship

POLICY: Physicians will terminate the Physician Patient Relationships
appropriately

PURPOSE: To protect patient care and minimize any potential areas of concern
regarding abandonment

PROCEDURE:

1. Termination of the Physician Patient Relationship must be initiated by the

primary care physician

2. The patient needs to be advised of the physician’s intent:

a.

The sample policy is

A letter, sent by Certified Mail, is the preferred method of communication,
usually following a verbal consultation with the physician

The physician may provide the patient with a specific professional reason
for termination, if they choose.

The physician may agree to continue as the treating physician for at least
30 days while the patient makes other arrangements.

State clearly the date termination becomes effective.

Recommend or refer the patient to the local medical society, a physician
referral service etc.

Offer to transfer records to the new physician upon receipt of a signed,
HIPAA compliant authorization at no charge.

Offer to see the patient in cases of emergency within the 30 day period

Document the patient’s medical condition and stability prior to
termination of the relationship.

Document all the above steps.

provided as a source of information and is to be modified to fit the needs of your medical practice. It is not in-

tended as legal advice. If legal advice is required, please contact an attorney.



